New Philadelphia office building is , 


netion’s tallest, precasi, 


searing-wail structure 


This spring, the Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Company wil! 
finish its new $10-miltion headquarters building in Philadelphia. 
The 20-story tower, rising from_a five-story garare base, wil: 
be the nation’s “fallest_ building involving the use of precast, 
load-bearing wall units. In addition to the 11-ton, white archi- 
tectural wall units, the new structure also features a precast 
flooring system. Since the precast, load-bearing wall units also 
serve as the facade, it eliminates the necessity of erecting a 8 | 


steel or.concrete, skeleton, then. hiding, it with, a Shell,asisdone ‘4+ 


ee ccle e to finish one floor, complete. with Ils 
_working days. Floor units are joined to the outside pee bearing ae 
concrete core at t the center of the building. The structure was bey Fe 
designed by architects Eggers and Higgins of New York City, -4) (24 
and Nowicki and Poliilo of Philadelphia. The engineers are David * 
Bloom Associates of Philadelphia, and Robert Rosenwasser As- n 

sociates of New York City. The E. J. Frankel Construction :* 
Company, Philadelphia, is the general contractor. The Formigli ‘ 

Corp. is respocsible for supply and erection of all precast, Be, 
prestressed elements. to 


for curbside collection, and $13.08, or 37 
percent more, for cities providing yard 
collection. 


Survey o7 U. S. refuse collection practices 


Refuse collection practices of 234 U.S. 
cities with populations over 10,000, and 
having combined population of 37 mil- 
lion, have been analyzed by Ralph Stone 
and Robert P. Stearns, of Ralph Stone 
and Company, Inc., Engineers, of Los 
Angeles. The work wis stipported by a 
Public Health Service prant. 

Highlights cf the findings include: 

© Of the 5,018 units of collection 
eauipment reported, 87 percent are reur- 
loading and 8.2 percent are side-loaders, 
Container and front-backet units together 
account for 4.8 percent of the units. 

9 Equipment capicity averaged be- 
tween 18 and 21 cu yd, with little varia- 
tion reported by size of city, or by vary- 
ing frequency of coilection. 

© Crew size is most commonly three 
men. In a-sample of 136 cities, 54.4 per- 
cent use three-man crews, and 27,9 per- 
cent, two-man. Less than 3 percent use 
one-man crews exclusively, while an addi- 
Uonal 5% percent used one-man crews 
as an adjunct to larger crew sizes. Crews 
of more than 3 men were used in sig- 
nificant numbers only when yard- -carry- 
oul service Was provided by the city. Of 
17 cities using four- or five-man crews, 
7 provide yard service exclusively, and 
curb or alley service. 

® As to pick-up Jocation, an analysis 
of 206 cities shows that 77 provide curb 


* use a combinution of YaXb PTO VeHF or Réléa 


and alley pick-up, 42 collect at the curb 
exclusively, 33 provide carry-out service 
exclusively, 10 provide exclusive alley 
pick-up, and the remaining 44 provide 


‘combinations of these. 


® Frequency of collection: Of 112 
cities, 49.1 percent provide twice a weck 
residential collection, 45,5 percent, onee 
a week, and 5.4 percent, three times a 
weck. 

e Collection costs appear io vary by 
size of city. A sample of 166 cities re- 
ports a mean cost of $17.66 per ton. 
But note the range by city size: $9.50 
for cities with fewer than 100,000 people, 
$10.20 for cities in the 100,000 to 500,- 
000 range, and $24.05 for cities of 
500,000 and over. The last figure, how- 
ever, is distoriced by the huge tonnages 
and high collection costs of one or two 
very large cities. To obtain a more repre- 
sentative figure, the median cost figure 
for the largest size city group was calcu- 
lated: $12.78. (The median cost figures 
for the two grouns of smaller cities were 
very close to their mean figures.) Despite 
the closeness C. tie averares, cost figures 
may vary by 200 percent or more for 
individual cities, even for two cities of 
the same size, sume state, similar eco- 


osts vary, depending on level of 
service: Of 39 cities reporting, the total 
average collection cost per ton was $9.52 


More detail is available from Ralph 
Stone and Co., Inc., Engineers, 10954 
Santa Monica Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90025. 


AISC opens 1989 prize 
bridge cornpetition 


Opening of its i969 Prize Bridge 
Competition is announced by the Ameri- 
can Institute of Steci Construciion. This 
year’s competition will be the +1s: 
sored by the Institute, the nation:i 
ciation for the structural steel fe 
industry, It is designed to encourage 
creative use of structural steel in bridge 
construction and to recognize ine na- 
tion’s bridge designers, who mike imagi- 
native and esthetic use of stee?. 

Any steel bridge in the U. oe 
was opened to traffic during the 
year 1968, is eligible for entry. S 3s 
steel plaques will be affixed to the prize- 
winning structures, and certificates of 
award ‘will be presented to the designer, 
general contractor, steel fabricator, and 
owner of each award-winning bridge. 

Entrics must be postmarked before 


soon- 


which 


a$8!2002102/49"'*6IA-RDP86-00244RO0O2Z005STO02Z2M2 will take 


place on June 12. Details are available 
from AISC, 101 Park Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. 10017, 


